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Panelists will discuss their personal and professional experiences with dementia, along with 

individual, community, and system level approaches to make supports for people with dementia more 

person-centered. Participants will learn about the definition of person-centered thinking, planning, and 

practice, and will hear the panelists answer questions such as: What do person-centered dementia 

supports look like to you? What are community approaches to support people living with dementia in 

a person-centered way?  

 

Rev. Dr. Cynthia Huling Hummel, of Elmira, NY is a fierce advocate and a voice for those living with the dementia.  
Cynthia served on the National Council on Alzheimer’s Research, Care and Services representing the 5.8 million 
Americans living with dementia.  She has been an Alzheimer’s research participant for 10 years.  Cynthia currently 
serves as an advisor to several local, national and international organizations. An artist and author, she also sings 
in a country band. She will be moderating the discussion.  

 

Brian Van Buren is an Alzheimer’s advocate and public speaker, a Board Member of the Western Carolina Chapter 
of the Alzheimer’s Association, and an Advisory Council Member for the Dementia Action Alliance. After his early 
onset Alzheimer’s diagnosis in 2015, he reimagined himself as an advocate. Being an Afro-American man, he felt 
he needed to give a face to the disease. He also feels a need to address marginalized populations such as the 
LGBTQ community.  

 

Diana Blackwelder, MS Systems Engineering, Black Belt Six Sigma Process Improvement was diagnosed with 
Young Onset Alzheimer’s Disease in 2017. She successfully lives alone, provides care for her two pet cats, travels 
internationally and advocates for the betterment of lives of those living with multiple cognitive disabilities caused 
by dementia. Diana serves on the Board of Directors for Dementia Alliance International, is a volunteer researcher 
at University of Maryland, is a National Alzheimer’s Association Early Stage Advisor Alumni and consults to the 
Smithsonian and US Botanical Garden Access Programs for people living with dementia. 

 

Cameron J. Camp, Ph.D., originally developed the adaptation of the Montessori method as an intervention for 
persons with dementia. He is a noted psychologist specializing in applied research in gerontology, and currently 
serves as Director of Research and Development for the Center for Applied Research in Dementia. He gives 
workshops internationally on cognitive and behavioral interventions to reduce challenging behaviors and increase 
the level of functioning and quality of life of persons with dementia. 

 

Elias Rodriguez is a Registered Nurse of 8 years, and works as the Community Life Director at Rowntree Gardens 
Senior Living Community.  His passion for comfort and best practice has made him an advocate for quality 
care.  As an ambitious and motivated leader, he spends his days seeking the highest quality of life of employees 
and residents in the community.   

NCAPPS is an initiative from the Administration for Community Living and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

to help States, Tribes, and Territories to implement person-centered practices. NCAPPS webinars are open to the public, 

and are geared toward human services administrators, providers, and people who use long-term services and supports. 

All NCAPPS webinars will be recorded and archived at https://ncapps.acl.gov. 
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